
 

   

December 2016 - January 2017 

SOUTHEAST  NEWS 

  Southeast Elementary School, 134 Warrenville Rd., Mansfield Center, CT  06250       423-2793 

Calendar of Events 

Attendance Line/Nurse: 423-2793     Please call by 9:00 AM if your child will be absent or tardy 

Dec. 7........... 3:30-5:00  Science Sampler  LAST DAY 

Dec. 9........... Pajama Day for CCMC 

4th Gr. Science Enrichment 

Dec. 15......... 3:30-5:00   Green Thumbs Club 

Dec.  19........ 6:30-7:30   PTO Meeting 

Dec. 23........ 12:45 EARLY DISMISSAL 

NO Preschool Classes 

Dec. 26 to 

Jan. 2.......... 

NO SCHOOL-  

Winter Vacation 

Jan. 16......... NO SCHOOL–  
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Jan. 19......... 3:30-5:00   Green Thumbs Club 

Jan. 23........ 6:30-7:30   PTO Meeting 

   Looking  Ahead..... 

Feb. 2........... 7:00 PM– 3rd & 4th Gr. Concert 

Feb. 16......... 3:30-5:00   Green Thumbs Club 

Feb. 17......... NO SCHOOL–   

Staff Professional Development Day 

Feb. 20-21... NO SCHOOL– Presidents’ Day 

                        Vacation Day 

Feb. 27......... 6:30-7:30   PTO Meeting 

Mar. 10......... NO SCHOOL–   

Staff Professional Development Day 

Mar. 20........ 3:30-5:00   Green Thumbs Club 

6:30-7:30   PTO Meeting 

Apr. 10-14... NO SCHOOL– April Vacation 

Apr. 17......... 6:30-7:30   PTO Meeting 

Apr. 18......... 3:30-5:00   Green Thumbs Club 

May 4........... 6:30 PM– 1st & 2nd Gr. Concert 

May 15.......... 6:30-7:30   PTO Meeting 

May 18.......... 3:30-5:00   Green Thumbs Club  LAST DAY 

May 29......... NO SCHOOL– Memorial Day Holiday 

June 5.......... 6:30-7:30   PTO Meeting 

June 21......... Proposed Last Day of School 

To the Southeast Community; 
 

     My third grade daughter came home from school 
today announcing that her teacher told her they were 
going to be doing a unit on fun in music class for the 
month of December.  I found myself feeling exuberant to see the joy 
on her face as she announced this news, but quickly began pondering 
what it meant.  My brain started skyrocketing with ideas of the differ-
ent ways a music class could study fun.  And the more questions I 
asked about the unit, the more my daughter kept saying, “I don’t 
know” about as apathetic as possible.  She was simply excited to an-
nounce that she was allowed to have fun in school and has absolutely 
no idea what it means.  Being on the receiving end of this infor-
mation, I am excited to watch the unit unfold to determine exactly 
how they will study fun.   While I can’t say that any class is studying 
fun at Southeast, I’d like to say that December and January are filled 
with engaging (and fun!) lessons that will hopefully get your child 
excited to get out of bed in the morning and come to school.  
 

     This Friday will be our school performance of the Talent 
Show.  Many families were dazzled last week with the special perfor-
mances and now it’s time to show off those moves for their class-
mates!   
 

     In addition, Ms. Parker is starting a new unit on the mats and will 
soon follow up with the Trestle Tree equipment in early January.  Ms. 
Parker works to customize the climbing experiences for each child – 
asking them to do their personal best on the equipment.    
 

     Next, various classes and grade levels will begin studies on tradi-
tions and holidays that are celebrated by their classroom peers.  We 
are lucky to have many traditions to learn from our friends at school.  
 

     And don’t forget about our upcoming Pajama Day next Friday, Dec. 
9th!  We are proud to continue our partnership with CCMC to help 
raise money for children battling cancer.  
 

     Lastly, we are also happy that our students have just started our 
next reward cycle for excellent character.  As students show they 
shine with behaviors that demonstrate Eagle Expectations, they 

will  earn paper lights to hang outside their class-
rooms.  Once their class has collected 15 lights 
(which will spell out Southeast School), they will 
earn a light bulb for the bulletin board outside the 
main office.  At the end of the cycle, we will have 
students participate in an enticing reward with 

their hallway peers.   
 

 

     We wish you all the light your heart can hold as the days get short-
er, and the temperatures drop – filled with stories of great learning 
(and fun!) at Southeast School.   
 

                                                             Warmly, 
                                                             Ms. Lauren Rodriguez 
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Music Corner  
 

 
 

Concert Announcements: 
 

     There will be two concerts this year so that all stu-
dents in grades one through four will have the oppor-
tunity to participate. 
 

The first concert will be:  
Thursday, February 2nd at 7pm  

for all third and fourth grade students.   
 

The second concert will be:  
Thursday, May 4th at 6:30pm  

for all first and second grade students.  
 

     Each concert will allow the students to share the 
songs and musical concepts they have been learning in 
general music classes.  Each grade level will share a few 
songs, the corresponding choir will perform, 
(Southeast Singers for 3rd and 4th, and Southeast 
Songbirds for 1st and 2nd) and the concert will con-
clude with a combined number for all students.   

La Copa Sureste 
      

     Each year in Fourth Grade Spanish class, we learn 
about sports and we acknowledge that soccer (fútbol) is 
extremely popular in South America.  To bring this to life, 
we involve all Fourth Graders in a soccer tournament 
known as La Copa Sureste (The Southeast Cup). The play-
ers use Spanish to communicate and to support their 
team members.  
  

     We have morning announcements letting the fans 
know who will play on a given day, cheers for each coun-
try out on the field,  and ball boys and girls from Third 
Grade who assist our referee (Miss Parker) to help keep 
the game moving smoothly.  

 

     The tournament runs for three days at recess 
time and includes four Spanish-speaking South 
American countries. This year Argentina, Bolivia, 
Colombia, and Perú played for the cup.  All of the 
teams did a great job and the winner of the cup 
this year was Perú!                                    
       ¡Felicitaciones Perú!    

Library Maker Spaces 
 

“Libraries should be kitchens, not grocery 
stores” (Joan Frye Williams) 
 

     The library is a great place to learn, not only from 
books, but from experience!  The Southeast School li-
brary is offering a series of ‘maker space’ activities for 
students in the coming months.  Students will have the 
option to spend a recess exploring different science, 
math, technology, engineering and art concepts in a ex-
ploratory learning environment.   
 

 4th graders will be continuing their work making digi-
tal book trailers of favorite books. 

 3rd graders will be exploring the basics of electricity 
using “squishy circuits” 

 2nd graders will use board games to practice strategy 
and lateral thinking  

 1st graders will create short stories with stop motion 
animation software 

 Kindergarteners can look forward to some exciting 
opportunities as well in the spring! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Families – 
 

     On December 9, 2016, students, teachers and staff at 
Southeast School will wear their pajamas to school!  It’s 
all part of our annual PJ Day for the Kids benefitting Con-
necticut Children’s Medical Center. It is a great way to 
show support for a place that has helped many of our 
Southeast kids! 
 

     We will wear our PJs in support of the thousands of 
children that spend days, weeks or longer in their PJs 
while being treated at Connecticut Children’s each 
year.  A suggested donation of $1.00 or more and/or an 
unwrapped toy are accepted in exchange for the chance 
to wear pajamas to school. 
 

     Please be sure your child wears pajamas appropriate 
for a chilly winter day at school. For safety, we ask that 
your child wear sneakers or other shoes instead of slip-
pers.   
 

     If you have any questions or concerns please feel free 
to contact Mrs. LaBella at labellaen@mansfieldct.org .  
 

         With Thanks! 
         Southeast School 
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Southeast Runs 
      

     It has been a great fall season for Southeast Mileage Club and Southeast Running Club.  
We would like to say thanks to all the parents and staff who inspired kids and supported us 
throughout the season.  We couldn’t have done it without you! 
 

     Recess Mileage Club has continued to be one of the healthy recess choices of many stu-
dents in Grades 1-4.  The kids set personal goals and feel great about their successes.   They 
are inspired by parents and teachers who come and cheer them on as they complete laps. 
       

     Running Club had over 60 third and fourth grade members this fall.  Every Friday, the kids were presented with 
new goals and new trails.  We’ve made great strides when it comes to pacing, endurance and encouraging others. 
    

     Those first and second graders who would like to join us on the Mystery Hike in the Spring, should be making a 
plan for completing ten cards by the end of May.  Those third and fourth grade students who would like to attend 
KIDSMARATHON  in the spring should also be making a plan to complete 10 cards by the end of May. 

 

We’ll be back in March…weather permitting! 

4th Grade Art Field Trip 
     On Monday November 7th the fourth 
grades along with their teachers and 
some great parent chaperones, went on 
their annual Art Field Trip.  This year we 
went to the New Britain Museum of 
American Art! Our day included a docent 
lead tour viewing and discussing various 
works in the museum, and a hands-on 
activity creating collages. There is nothing 
that can replace seeing the real thing; in-
credible paintings, drawings, prints and 
sculptures first hand! If you have never been to the NBMAA, we strongly 
encourage you to give it a try. The art is amazing, and it’s the perfect size 
for a family art adventure. Admission is free on Saturday mornings! 
 

                                                                                     -Karen Anger/ Art teacher 
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Box Tops for Education 
 

     As we head into the holiday season, 
remember to clip those Box Tops for 
Education.  You can find them on many 
products you use every day and for 
those special holiday treats.  Hanes underwear, 
Kleenex, Hefty trash bags, Ziploc bags, Land O’Lakes 
products, and Green Giant fresh produce are just a 
few of the brands that support Box Tops for Educa-
tion. 

     Be a Box Top Hero this holiday season. 

DRESSING FOR THE 
WEATHER 

 

     Now that the weather is 
changing and temperatures are 
dropping, dressing your child ap-
propriately for the weather is im-

portant.  Students will be sent 
outdoors for recess, weather permitting. It is 
important for the students to go out in the fresh 
air and exercise.    
      

     Please be sure your child has a winter coat, 
gloves or mittens and hat.  For your child’s 
comfort please include boots, snow pants and 
an extra pair of dry socks when there is snow 
on the ground.  
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GIVING TREE 
     Every year we put up an evergreen tree 
in the office for children to decorate with 
mittens, gloves, scarves and hats for local 
families in need.  Both adult and child siz-
es are needed.  We are requesting that all 
donations come in prior to December 
18th.  The items will be picked up by the 
Mansfield Youth Services Department for 
distribution. 
 

We will also accept used warm coats and outerwear. 
 

 

The children really enjoy seeing the tree 
fill up and knowing that they have 
helped keep someone else warm during 
these cold winter days. 
 

 

Monetary donations to Mansfield Youth Services  
will be accepted this year as well. 

 

Thank you so much for your community support. 

 

  Ask Mrs. Doyle… 
 

Dear Mrs. Doyle,  
 

My second grader is having trouble telling me about what 
he has read and he gets frustrated when I ask him about it. 
What should I do?  
                                                             Sincerely,  
                                                             Perplexed Parent 
 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 
 

Dear Perplexed Parent, 
 

     That’s a great question. Start by checking to see if he is 
able to read the book accurately and independently. He 
should be able to successfully read at least 96% of the 
words on the page. If he can’t, it is likely that there are too 
many challenging words in the text to properly make sense 
of it. He can hold onto the challenging book for the two of 
you to read together at bedtime. 
     If he is able to read the book aloud successfully, you 
could talk about how reading is thinking. Here are a few 
suggestions for building comprehension:  
 Before reading, preview the book – What is the title? 

What is illustrated on the cover? Read the blurb about 
the book on the back of the book or book jacket.  

 While reading, stop every few pages and think about, 
share, or write about what was just read.  

 After finishing the book, talk about whether or not 
your son liked the book and why.  

 

     There are many other elements to comprehension that 
are both literal (right there in the text) and inferential 
(figured out using clues from the text and background 
knowledge). What I described above are just a few ways 
you can build comprehension skills while enjoying a good 
book!  
     Another suggestion to build comprehension is to read a 
book together and model your thinking by “thinking 
aloud.” For example, while reading Small Pig by Arnold Lo-
bel, you might stop a few times and predict, ask a question 
about the story, or reread to figure out something confus-
ing. You might say something like, “Mmm, I think the Small 
Pig is going to get stuck in the cement! I think the farmer 
and his wife will come to rescue him. Let’s see if that is 
what happens.”   
     Most importantly, make reading experiences with your 
son as positive and enjoyable as you can so that he will 
want to read and love to read!  
 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 

What are your burning questions about reading? Please let 
me know! Email your questions to me or send a note into 
school and I’ll reply to you directly or answer your question 
in the newsletter, (no names attached).   
 

                                                  Amanda Doyle, Literacy Coach 
                                                  doylear@mansfieldct.org 
 
 

mailto:doylear@mansfieldct.org

